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Our vision is to develop and
maintain over the long term an
active international network of
academic institutions in the fiel
of climate change adaptation

CCA). The network engages in
innovative and impact-full rese-
arch and education that is rele-
vant for achieving sustainable
development.

Rationale

The UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
13 on “Climate Action” recognizes climate
change as one of the greatest challenges of
our time, fundamentally undermining the abili-
ty of all countries to achieve sustainable de-
velopment. While climate change affects all
countries on all continents it disproportiona-
tely affects the developing world, with un-
precedented and increasing risks to life, liveli-
hoods and ecosystems. Adaptation to chan-
ging and new environmental conditions is the-
refore of fundamental importance to sustaina-
bility and implies interdisciplinary scientific
knowledge. However, climate change adapta-
tion (CCA) is not a straightforward but a com-
plex and interwoven process.

The current translation from research to CCA
practice shows important limitations. Moreo-
ver, it is widely recognized that human capaci-
ties and knowledge, and thus education, are a
critical resource to address CCA, but compre-
hensive teaching curricula at the university
level are missing in Switzerland and countries
in the South.
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Objectives

Our objectives are to use a joint knowledge
production (JKP) approach in education and
research to advance the production and disse-
mination of knowledge on CCA, its application
in policy and practice, and related capacities.
knowledgeforclimate.net will make a contribu-
tion to the achievement of SDG 13 (Climate
Action), aswell as to SDG 4 (Quality educati-
on), i.e. to improving education, raising aware-
ness, and building human and institutional ca-
pacity to cope with the impacts of climate
change and increase country-wide resilience
and adaptation.

The network

Coordinated by the University of Zurich,
knowledgeforclimate.net includes four acade-
mic institutions in Switzerland, and universi-
ties in Latin America (Peru, Colombia, El Sal-
vador) and South Asia (India and Nepal).The-
se institutions form the core consortium, com-
mitted to achieve the objectives. Over the mid-
to long-term we seek to extend the network, to
strengthen and diversify disciplinary, interdis-
ciplinary and regional capacities. knowledge-
forclimate.net reaches beyond the academic
sector to stakeholders in the governmental,
non-governmental and private sectors.

Approach

Our approach acknowledges that for more ef-
fective CCA collective responses of resear-
chers from different disciplines, policy makers
and groups of the civil society are needed. We
apply JKP processes implying that resear-
chers, policy makers and actors of the civil so-
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ciety cooperate in the production, disseminati-
on and application of knowledge that is based
on mutual recognition and learning. JKP ac-
commodates diverse forms of knowledge.

We adopt an approach from co-design to
co-dissemination pursued and reflected in
education and research. University students
will learn how to generate knowledge and in-
formation required for CCA, and how such
knowledge can be applied and implemented
in their respective context. Existing JKP expe-
riences from projects are jointly analyzed, and
the research outputs are expected to greatly
contribute to the advancement of understan-
ding on the interactions between JKP and
CCA in different contexts.

Knowledgeforclimate.net responds to the cur-
rently scattered and uncoordinated landscape
of education in climate adaptation in Switzer-
land and beyond and bundles available exper-
tise in the different institutions to produce
comprehensive education material and cour-
ses to strengthen the Swiss position in this
field and build capacities to work both in Swit-
zerland and in an international context.
Knowledgeforclimate.net will facilitate refor-
ming university teaching in CCA and enabling
new centers and collaborations of education
and research with the international partners.
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